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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 10, 2020

“A Niche of Gold!”
“A Mother Is God’s Special Blessing”
“A mother brings a gentle touch to bless her family life so
much strength and honor clothe her days and she
deserves warm thanks and praise for all her caring loving
ways“ (inspired by Proverbs Chapter 31)
With these words we reflect on the beautiful vocation of motherhood as we celebrate Mother’s Day.
Each year we set aside this special day to honor and give thanks for the wonderful gift of all mothers
and grandmothers living and deceased.
As I reflect on the meaning of Mother’s Day for me, I have come to realize that Mother’s Day should
be every day not just one day of the year. Mothers should be honored and respected everyday for
who they are and what they have done for all of us! Growing up in an Italian family helped me to
realize that Mother’s Day is not once a year but really every Sunday, for Sunday was Mamma and
Nonna’s (Grandma’s) day.
I fondly recall that every Sunday was the day everyone gathered at my house because my maternal
grandmother lived with us. It was the day that the family came together to enjoy one another’s
company but also a day to pay respect to Mamma and Nonna. So then Mamma’s day was
synonymous with family day! “A mother is she who can take the place of all others, but who’s place
no one else can take.“
As I turn back the pages of time, I recall the many happy times I spent with my grandmother Anna,
who is since deceased and my recently deceased mother, as well as family members on Sunday
afternoons. My maternal grandmother was the ideal mother, warm, gentle, sweet, humble and
compassionate. Many of these characteristics, which my grandmother embodied, were visible to me
in my own mother. As a second mother to me my maternal grandmother had a unique way of
touching peoples lives as an ideal Christian mother. Shortly before she died she said to me in one of
our many conversations in Italian, “I wish I could place your mother in a niche of gold.” At her
funeral, during the eulogy, I told my grandmother that today we place her in a niche of gold in our
hearts. She left our family with a rich and powerful legacy as a truly Christian mother for generations
to come. As my own family mourns my recently deceased mother, Phyllis, this past March 28th, I
wish today on Mother’s Day to place her in a niche of gold.
Today, we give thanks and remember all mothers and grandmothers living and deceased. We place
them all in niches of gold for all they’ve done for us and for all they have sacrificed to be true
Christian mothers for their families.
Continued on page 3
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During this month of May, we honor the greatest of all
mothers, Mary, the Mother of God. We honor Mary during
the month of May to recall her role in salvation history as
the ideal mother, the ideal Christian woman, disciple and
mother of the church!
Today’s celebration of Mother’s Day is really and truly a
convergence of a celebration of two mothers our heavenly
mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary and our earthly mother.
Our heavenly mother the Blessed Virgin Mary is our sure
guide on the road to heaven and our earthly mother is the
one who gave us life and nurtured us. It is certainly true
what has been said, “A mother holds her children’s hand
for only a while, but their hearts forever.“ So today let us
give thanks to Almighty God for the gift of our heavenly
mother Mary and our earthly mothers who have watched
over us and blessed our families here on earth.
Let us never forget then the heart of a mother and let them
know we love them and respect them for who they are. No
matter what language we say it in, Ti amo, Ti voglio bene,
Te amo, I love you - let us tell them this now and not
tomorrow for tomorrow may be too late! We honor and
respect them for who they are and for all they have done
for us!
Let us cherish them, the gift of motherhood and family life
as set forth by the Holy Family of Nazareth. We invoke
then, the great patron of mothers and their children, Saint
Gerard, to watch over, protect and bless all mothers and
their children.
On behalf of our pastor Fr. Rich and myself and our entire
staff here at St. Mary’s Parish, we wish all mothers,
grandmothers and godmothers a most blessed Mother’s
Day filled with the abundant blessings of Almighty God!
In the love of Jesus and Mary, Our Mother,
Father Tom Nicastro,
Parochial Vicar
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5th Sunday of Easter - St. Stephen is Chosen
Each of us have been called and chosen by the Holy Spirit
from the moment of our baptism. The apostles recognized
the reality that if the Church would survive, they needed
help in performing works of charity. Therefore, they chose
the first seven men to help carry out the mission of growing
the followers of Christ. St. Stephen being the first deacon
was filled with the Holy Spirit and wisdom.
In 1980 I felt a calling from the Holy Spirit, and I was
chosen to begin classes. And in 1984 I was ordained a
deacon and began my ministry of service along with
seventeen other men. It was a fantastic day to think that
someone like me was called by the Spirit to publicly serve
Christ in ministry.
Now we all have the opportunity to serve Christ by serving
one another whenever possible. And to use our time wisely with prayer and bonding closer
together with our families.
St. Peter reminds us that we are all special and precious in God’s eyes. Therefore, he
emphasizes the need for us to learn to build a spiritual home for ourselves where we can give
ourselves over with faith and spiritual sacrifices. We can accomplish this today through prayer,
attending Mass, the reception of the Eucharist and works of charity. This is necessary since we
have been called out of the darkness into the light of Christ through our baptism.
In St. John’s Gospel, Jesus tells us not to let our hearts be troubled. We need to have faith in
God and in Him. That advice was not meant for the apostles only. Jesus meant it for us also.
Having faith is the key to the gospel as well as our lives. Faith can move mountains; it can open
our eyes and hearts to things we cannot fully understand. Faith keeps us united with God
through Jesus in prayer and in our relationships to one another. Especially now, faith in God
gives us hope in an end to our current sorrows, Jesus has prepared a place for all of us who
have faith in Him. The question is do you believe this? I hope you do, because then your actions
will reflect your faith in Jesus and give hope to others.
May God Bless you and keep you safe and healthy,

Deacon Ron

300 Club Winner
May 2, 2020
Marlene Rosamilla
Congratulations!!!
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Celebratin g th e Mass
Our Eucharistic fast continues, as we pray for its quick end.”
– Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R, Archbishop of Newark.

WHERE TO CELEBRATE MASS
You can celebrate Mass with Cardinal Tobin: www.youtube.com/user/NwkArchdiocese
Daily Mass Celebrated by Pope Francis from the Santa Marta Chapel in Rome
Catholic Faith Network (CFN) Broadcast of the Celebration of the Eucharist:
Sunday at 1:30 pm, 9:30 pm ET
Monday – Friday at 10:30 am, 9:00 pm ET
Saturday at 10:30 am, 9:00 pm ET
The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) is available throughout the New York, New Jersey, and
Connecticut area on: Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS TV channel 296, Spectrum
channel 162/471 or at www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/daily-mass-santa-marta-chapel-rome

S PIR IT U A L C OM M U N ION P R A YE R
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,
Come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you as if you were already there
And unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.

Help Us Stay Connected with You
Attention Parishioners: We are continuing to update our database (especially our email list) so
that we can deliver important information directly to you. Please email us
info@stmarysnutley.org to update your contact information (name, phone number, emails) to be
able to receive future emails and voice messages from your parish. We appreciate your help
with this undertaking and look forward to better serving you.

Stay Connected with St. Mary’s Church
Although, we cannot gather as a parish family, we can stay connected using our Website or our
Parish Facebook Page! Our website will be updated as more information is available. Our
Facebook page highlights feast days of saints, videos and articles for reflection and is a great
place to find nuggets of faith knowledge and prayers. So check us out and stay in the know
about what’s going on at St. Mary’s Church.

Website: www.stmarysnutley.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysnutley
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH. WE NEED YOUR HELP.
You can sign-up for Parish Giving by going to www.stmarysnutley.org
It’s easy to do and no amount is too small.
You can also drop off your envelopes or donations through the mail slot of the Parish Center or
by mailing them to: St. Mary's Church, 17 Msgr. Owens Place, Nutley, NJ 07110

St. Mary’s Church is served by:
Rev. Richard Berbary, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Nicastro,
Parochial Vicar
Deacon Ron Ronacher
Anthony G. Armando,
Director of Faith Formation
armandoa@stmarysnutley.org
Bruce Mauro,
Music Director, b.mauro1@yahoo.com
Patrick Perrone, Trustee
Anne Scheidel, Trustee
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“It ain’t over, till the fat lady sings.”
Yogi Berra
Some of my interests lie in the fields of business,
finance and economics. Experts in these fields
are often asked a simple but important question:
“What inning is this?” Knowing this is as critical
to success in the game of Wall Street as it is to
winning the World Series.
What inning is this? It is a question we’ve all
been asking for the past seven weeks.
This Sunday’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles continues to chronicle our church’s first innings.
There is exponential growth; so much so, the community experiences growing pains. In the second
reading Peter challenges the Church to come to Christ a “living stone” making Him the cornerstone. This
image of a cornerstone comes from the writings of Isaiah more than 700 years before the birth of Christ.
By laying down his life Christ laid the cornerstone of His Church.
As our church emerges from the tomb of quarantine we are faced with an important question:
What inning is this?
Is it the ninth inning? If it is, then perhaps we should play it safe. We can create a game-plan to avoid
loss. We can sure up the defense and sit our home run hitters on the bench. Is this faith? Would this
approach reflect a Christ that is a living stone? Or should we play like it’s opening day; a church where
hope springs eternal. Shouldn’t a church formed by resurrection look and act differently than one
that has simply been resuscitated?
My personal response can be summed up by the words of Cosmo Kramer: “In my mind, I’m already
there.” So what about it? Shall we recreate a past that no longer exists? Or can we envision a church of
the future - God’s future.
I conclude with a quote, a question and my email address.

“In the rush to return to normal,
use this time to consider which parts of normal are worth rushing back to.”
Dave Hollis
Question: What would St. Mary’s look like if we re-emerged in the early innings?
E-mail: b.mauro1@yahoo.com
Awaiting your thoughts,
PS: Thank you to all deacons, particularly our Deacon Ron Ronacher and soon-to-be deacon Carl Lordi
for continuing the work of the seven sent in today’s first reading.
PPS: A Happy Mothers day to all who have nurtured us and prayers for those Mothers who are in the
place God prepared for them.
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TUNE IN TO THE ST. MARY’S CHURCH FACEBOOK LIVE STREAM
www.facebook.com/stmarysnutley
Our Facebook page has been a great way to not only get information and find links to
resources, but to connect to the parish in real time. Anthony Armando, our director of
Faith Formation, has been going LIVE to pray the rosary, do Q&A
with our students, and continue our Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(Sundays at 10:30am). Bruce Mauro, our Music Director, has been
going LIVE with music to help us pray and to get us Ready to
Receive, a weekly look at the Sunday readings with music.
The great thing about Facebook Live is you don’t need a Facebook
account to watch the videos! We hope you will join us and many
other of your fellow parishioners to pray, reflect and connect!

Children’s Liturgy of
the Word
Every Sunday Morning
at 10:30am

Pray the Rosary
Wednesdays at 4pm
Join us in meditating on
the Glorious Mysteries

We sit down to proclaim
the Liturgy of the Word
with our children to help
them better understand
how God is speaking to
them
through
the
scriptures.

Windows of Faith
Fridays at 4pm
A look at the
stained
glass
windows of
our Church
and the
stories that
they tell

New Times***

Tuesday at 7pm

Thursday at 7pm
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The Liturgy of the Word for Sunday, May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Reading I: Acts 6: 1-7
The widows of Greek-speaking Christian men (Hellenists) faced economic hardship and were
being overlooked by the community. The Apostles were being swamped by requests and
unable to answer them in a timely way. The Spirit directed them to commission seven men of
proven virtue to do a “table ministry.” Hence the diaconate was born.
Reading II: I Peter 2: 4-9
St. Peter describes Christians as those becoming “God’s household” and sharing in the risen
Lord’s very life. He also describes the people using four Old Testament categories. Their basic
task, he wrote, was to “announce the praises” of Jesus.
The Gospel: John 14: 1-12
St. Thomas, with his habitual honesty, questions Jesus about “the way.” St. Phillip, in his
bewilderment, asks to “see the Father.” Jesus’ astounding answer brings Phillip, and us too,
the assurance that only faith does.

SUBSCRIBE TO ST. MARY'S YOUTUBE CHANNEL
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOceJGcHuZ1_sei860rldug
We have been adding music, videos, and reflections on the Sunday readings to our channel
as another way for you to experience St. Mary’s at home. Be sure to check it out!

Our weekly lessons are now complete. If you have missed a lesson,
you can always find it on the Faith Formation Website:
www.stmarysnutleyccd.blogspot.com
Even though there are no new lessons, we encourage you to continue
to pray as a family, talk about your faith with one another, watch Mass
online and help those in need in this difficult time.
We will continue to send a weekly email to our families to help them
celebrate the Word of God at home. Each email has links to videos of
the Gospel, activities, and other resources for all ages.
We also have craft ideas to help you celebrate the liturgy at home with
your family. If you would like to receive the Celebrating the Word of
God at Home email, just contact Anthony Armando at
armandoa@stmarysnutley.org
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Helping Those In Need
Especially in these challenging times, we are called to love our neighbor. Back in March, St.
Mary’s closed our food pantry and turned over all of our food supplies and stock to Nutley
Family Services for use in serving our community. Thank you to everyone who has donated and
to those who helped deliver the food. If you wish to help by donating food, please donate it
directly to NFS by following the directions below or go to www.nutleyfamily.org/food-pantry/
NFSB Food Pantry
Shelf-stable donations are gratefully accepted in the marked bins on the porch at the rear of the
NFSB Annex at 169 Chestnut Street. Additionally, grocery gift cards for the purchase of staples
are always welcome. Please consider a monetary donation to support ongoing
programs/services and ensure we can continue to meet the needs of our community in this time
of crisis.
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